


Texarkana Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan

Scenic Byways

The National Scenic Byways Program (23 USC 162) is a funding resource that is designed to foster the
development of picturesque roadways that have natural, recreational, archaeological, or cultural
qualities.® Provisions from the National Scenic Byways Program fund are appropriated to both states and
Indian tribes. Bicycle and pedestrian related projects that qualify for assistance from the National Scenic
Byways Program include safety improvements, and construction of bike and pedestrian facilities along
roadways that are categorized as scenic and provide access to recreational activities.

Transportation, Community and Systems Preservations Pilot Program

The Transportation, Community and Systems Preservation (TCSP) program (Section 1117) provides
funding to cultivate an improved relationship between transportation, community and state system
preservation goals. State, regional, and local governments are responsible for administering the TCSP
program. Eligible uses of TCSP funding include providing transportation facilities that connect
communities to jobs and services, creating bicycle and pedestrian plans, providing traffic calming, and
building bicycle storage centers.

Highway Bridge Program

Under the Highway Replacement and Rehabilitation Program, funding is set aside through the Highway
Bridge Program (23 USC 144) to help states repair or replace bridges that are categorized as “structurally
deficient and functionally obsolete”.’ Federal statute 23 US § 217 states that in all cases where a
federally owned highway bridge is being replaced, if adding bicycle and pedestrian facilities is safe and
financially reasonable, then accommodations for these modes should be implemented.”® Resources
from the Bridge Program are distributed to each state based on their need or estimated cost of repair
and rehabilitation to hazardous highway bridges.'" Projects that are eligible for Bridge Program funding
include construction of sidewalks and shared use paths, and striping of bike lanes on federally owned

highway bridges.
Recreational Trails Program

The Recreational Trails Program (RTP) (23 USC 206) is a funding resource dedicated to constructing and
maintaining motorized and non-motorized trails. Half of this resource is equally divided among each
state and the other half is distributed to qualifying states that have non-highway recreational fuel
consumption.'? State agencies, such as transportation and parks and wildlife departments, are
responsible for administering the Rails to Trails program through a competitive application process.
Eligible recipients of the RTP financial assistance include local and regional agencies, and non-profit

® Fact Sheets on Highway Provisiomgational Scenic Byways Prograrmtp://www.fhwa.dot.gov/safetealu/factsheets/scenic.htm

° Bike and Pedestrian Provisionsféderal Transportation Legislationhttp:/Avww.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bikeped/BP-Guid.htm
% Bicycle and Pedestrian Legislation in Title 23 United StatedeqU.S.C.) Title 23 U.S.C §217: Bicycle Transportation and
Pedestrian Walkways - http://www.fhaat.gov/environment/bikeped/sec217.htm

1 Bike and Pedestrian ProvisionsEéderal Transportation Legislationhttp://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bikeped/BP-Guid.htm
12 Fact Sheets on Highway Prowisis: Recreational Trails Prograrhttp://www.fhwa.dot.gov/safetealu/factsheets/rectrails.htm
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organizations. Projects that qualify for funding from the RTP program include mixed use and
constructing new mixed use and non-motorized trails, maintaining existing trails, educational programs
geared towards safety and environmental protection, inventory or assessment of existing trail
conditions, and the acquisition of easements or property.

Federal Transit Administration Capital, Urban and Rural

The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) (49 USC 5307) provides capital improvement and
transportation planning assistance funding to transit operators in small urban and urban communities,
as designated by the US Census Bureau, with 50,000 to 200,000 in population size. Funding resources
are formula based and distributed by population size and density. Similar to the other funding sources,
the FTA capital grant program requires at the maximum, an 80% federal funding match and a minimum
of 20% non-federal match.

Eligible recipients for FTA capital formula grants include any publically owned transit operator or
governmental agency that has the authority to accept and disperse federal resources. Most capital
improvement projects that qualify for FTA funding include vehicle, computer and software acquisition,
and the construction of maintenance and transit centers. Other capital improvements that enhance
multi modal connections to transit are another qualifying area for FTA grants funding. These related
projects include adding bike racks to vehicles, providing bicycle storage near transit centers, and
accessible pathways near bus stops.

State/Metropolitan Planning Funds

Both State (23 USC 134 (F)) and Metropolitan (23 USC 505) Planning grants are available for providing
financial assistance to statewide and metropolitan bicycle and pedestrian planning processes. States
and metropolitan regions are required to use a small portion of their Federal-aid highway funding to
support planning efforts. Only activities specific to planning for bicycle and pedestrian improvements at
the state and metropolitan level are eligible for these resources.

6.2 Facility Maintenance

From a user’s perspective, one of the most important jobs of the management of the system is that it is
kept in a safe and clean condition. This is done by the ongoing maintenance of the system. In addition to
surface conditions such as roadway striping, signage, and sweeping schedules, the maintenance of
bicycle facilities can extend to security lighting of over or underpasses, grooming of trails, installation
and upkeep of parking stands and possibly shower or changing areas.

Bicyclists ride on two narrow, high-pressure tires. What may be an adequate roadway surface for
automobiles (with four wide, low-pressure tires) can be treacherous for cyclists. Small rocks, branches
and other debris can deflect a wheel. Sand, loose gravel and small imperfections in the surface of the
roadway can cause bicycle accidents. Minor ridges in the pavement can cause spills, and potholes can
cause wheel rims to bend. Wet leaves are slippery and can cause a fall. Gravel blown to the side by
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traffic accumulates in the area where bicyclists ride. Broken glass can easily puncture bicycle tires. For
these reasons, in the case of on-road bicycle facilities, management should extend to the furthest edge
of the roadway surface. Poor maintenance of a bicycle or pedestrian system may discourage use of the
facility.

Facility users are often the first to experience deficiencies. Spot-improvement programs enable
bicyclists and pedestrians to bring problems to the attention of authorities in a quick and efficient
manner. Postage-paid, pre-addressed postcards can be made available to the public, to be sent in when
they notice a needed improvement. Telephone numbers for the point person and other staff contacts
can be included. The point person should have the ability to respond quickly to requests of maintenance
and should value the public input. The facility users, in essence, will help staff to spot and maintain the
conditions of the network.

Striping and Signage

All striped lanes and lane markings should be standard width white paint (4”) and clearly visible to
motorists. The layout of signs and markings should be consistent and conform to the Texas or Arkansas
Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) as appropriate.

Some municipalities have opted to use raised pavement markers (RPM) to help discourage driving in the
marked bicycle lanes. RPMs can be problematic for bicyclists. Per the MUTCD, "raised markers generally
should not supplement right edge lines", therefore, it is suggested that existing RPMs be removed if not
needed for motorist safety. Any RPMs deemed necessary should be installed on the motorists' side of
the stripe.

A regular schedule of restriping and maintenance of signage and markings should be instituted and their
locations should be noted on the inventory.

Facility Sweeping

Bicyclists avoid shoulders and bike lanes filled with gravel and other debris; they will ride in the roadway
instead. Debris from the sidewalk should not be swept onto the roadway.

A regularly scheduled sweeping program helps ensure that travel way litter is picked up or swept. If
possible, seek to prevent the problem by encouraging the use of tarps over gravel trucks and requiring
immediate clean up of broken glass and other hazards at car crash sites.

Street Repairs and Overlays

Pavement overlays are good opportunities to improve conditions for cyclists if done carefully: a ridge
should not be left in the area where cyclists ride. This can occur where an overlay extends part-way into
a shoulder bikeway or bike lane. Overlay projects also offer opportunities to improve the outside lane or
shoulder, where bicyclists often travel, or to stripe the roadway with bike lanes.
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Recommended Practice

Overlays should cover the entire roadway

After overlays, raise inlet grates, manhole and valve covers to within 6 mm (1/4") of the pavement
surface. Pave gravel driveways and approaches 4.5 m (15 ft) from the edge of pavement to prevent
gravel from spilling onto shoulders or bike lanes.

For rural and recreational routes in areas subject to water runoff, a maintenance program for erosion
should be developed. Local ordinances should allow road authorities to control vegetation that
originates from private property. Some jurisdictions require adjacent landowners to control vegetation,
or else maintenance personnel perform the work and bill the property owner.

6.3 Performance Measures

One way to measure the performance of this Plan is by counting the miles of trails, sidewalks, and
bicycle lanes built and the number of crosswalks and bicycle- and pedestrian-friendly intersections
installed. However, the true measure of the system is how well it addresses the priorities of the people
of Texarkana. The people have expressed their thoughts on this subject in public meetings as described
in section 1.5. Based on these criteria, some potential performance measures are:

0 Percent of parks accessible by bicycle and walking,
0 Percent of schools accessible by bicycle or walking, and
0 Gaps filled.

It may be appropriate for a pedestrian and bicycle panel to develop relevant measures.
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APPENDIX A: Average Scores of Project Criteria from Public Meeting

Average

Prioritized Criteria Ranking Weight
Coordinates with other local plans (i.e. Safe Routes to Schools, City

Bike/Pedestrian Plan, Rails to Trails) 4.8
Proximity to park 4.5
Proximity to school (nearness to any school, college, or univ.) 4.4
Cost/Likelihood of funding 4.3
Extend path/trail (continue an existing sidewalk or trail 4.3
Security issues addressed (security is related to intentional harm, such as when

someone robs you) 4.3
Street traffic (amount of traffic) 41
Safety issues addressed (unintentional harm, such as when you trip) 4.1
Filling gaps (connecting existing sidewalks or trails) 41
Enhancements (additions to an existing path or trail such as lighting, signs,

paint) 4.1
Supports community health plan 4.0
Public support 3.9
Environmental impact 3.9
Eliminate barriers 3.9
Ease of implementation 3.8
Demonstrated demand (desire line/beaten path) 3.8
Supports economic development 3.8
Promotes commuting 3.7
Pass through, or adjacent to, neighborhoods with socioeconomics likely to

generate high pedestrian use (e.g. senior community) 3.7
Street classification (streets are arranged on a hierarchy from low capacity local

streets to high capacity highways) 3.7
Maintain existing resources 3.7
Proximity to civic building (nearness to buildings such as a library or city hall) 3.6
Upgrade to meet current standards (older sidewalks and paths that may not

meet current engineering standards) 3.6
Multimodal connection (connect to another mode such as the bus or train) 3.5
Fulfilling mandates 3.5
Future development with attractors/generators 3.5
Proximity to shopping 3.4
Number of residents within % mile of facility 3.3
Amenities - for people and pets 3.3
Connects neighborhoods to destinations 2.7
Develop routes on wide streets 0.7
Follow legal guidelines 0.7
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Continual development 0.5
Add route markings and signs 0.3
Volunteer efforts needed 0.3
Advertise in paper and travel magazines 0.3
Lake/water for dogs to swim or wade 0.3
Volunteer maintenance plans 0.3
More meetings 0.3
Alliance Transportation Group, Inc. — September 2009 71
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APPENDIX B: Public Involvement and Local Press Coverage

Between March and June of 2009 six public meetings were held to gather input from the public.
Participants were asked to give their input by drawing on maps, providing weighted voting on priorities
and projects, and generally discuss their thoughts on the bicycling and walking in Texarkana. In addition,
a Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety Workshop was held for interested parties. The workshop drew
representatives from both state transportation departments, both Cities of Texarkana, the local bike

club, and a local non-profit dedicated to providing trails throughout the Texarkana area.
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Path

Continued from Page 14

something nobody uses.”
Suggestions and concerns
will be collected in a meeting

" next week. !

&
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“There’s a growing interest in
alternative modes of transpor-
tation, especially with the state
of the economy and the cost of
fuel and cost to own and oper-
ate a vehicle,” McCaleb said,

“People just like to have those
facilities available, They're
attractive, it adds to the quality
Of].ife.” .

McCaleb said that quality of
life is what many companies
consider when building indus-
tries and creating jobs. .

* *“In a number of surveys, bike/
pedestrian facilities, trails, those

amenities are consistently in

the top five of things businesses
look for” McCaleb said, “It's
one of the things that really gets
their attention. The perception
is, if you have those facilities
(the area cares) about how the
community looks and feels.”
Several suggestions have
already been made about
locations for development or

improvement of pathways and

sidewalks around the city.
MeCaleb said Partnership for
_the Pathway, a local nonprofit
group that has spearheaded
several trails projects, will be
instrumental in developing and
implementing the master plan.
But the projects and focus
areas will largely be determined
by the eommunity's feedback.
“Up to this point we've con-
centrated on areas within two
blocks of our public schools,”

MeCaleb said. “Obviously com- |

mercial areas are of interest.”

- ‘Once the plan is created it

will take vears to see all the
pieces implemented.
“T foresee this being the basics,
a beginni oint,” McCaleb
said. “Hopefully we'll be able to
‘come back and add to this plan
-in the future.”
© City and community leaders
will also be updated as the plan

" develops. -

it Janet Barnes

“We try to meet with elected
officials to make them aware
of what we're going to cover ..
and see if they have questions
for specific issues they would
like for us to look at,” McCaleb
said.

Several meetings are sched-
uled to gather public input for
the master pedestrian plan, The
first one is 6:30 p.m. Tuesday in

315 Pine Strest
Texarkana, TX
903-794-3311

email:
barnes@wehco.com

Etmtkaﬁaﬁéﬁazeﬂé

the Pleasant Grove High School |
cafetorium, 5406 McKnight

The deadline for receiving the
public’s comments is July 2, but
MeCaleb said those submitted
earlier can be considered in the
public forums. - .

A comment form is also avail- ;
able on the MPO's Website at |
texarkanampo.org,. - i

Janet Bamas has been the office manager af the Texarkana Gazette since Decmi:el
1868. She has served in all phases of the accounting area. She was voted Texark
Gazette Employes of the Year as well as W.E. Hussman Employes of the Yearin1

graduate of East Texas State University, Texarkana, she received the

Distingus

Abumnil Award in 1993, She is also a graduate of Leadsrship Texarkana and s an ad
member of Apostolic Tabemagle, Texarkana, AR. Janet and her husband, Melvin, hat

daughter, son-inaw, 2 grandsons, 1 granddaughter & 1 great-granddaughter
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Path plan uses rail lines,

calls for more data ¢-24-01

By Branpy S. CHEWNING
Texarkana Gazette

The draft plan for pedes-
trian and , bicycle pathways
in" Texarkana was unveiled
Tuesday, recommending sey-
eral changes and listing more
that can be researched further.

Lisa  Weston, Alliance
Transportation project man-
ager, showed a conceptual plan
for “Mockingbird Junction”

Named for the state bird of
both Texas and Arkansas, the
biking and walking path would
be a continuation of a-national
project utilizing abandoened
rail lines. :

The Rails to Trails program
is planned to connect Paris
and New Boston, and Weston

-suggested extending a branch

to Texarkana that would then
fork to the northeast and
southeast. t

‘The plan also recomimends:

B trail connections. that tie
existing segments together,

B ‘trails along creeks and

-extending the Nix.' Creek

Trail ‘in Texatkana, ‘Ark, to
Crossroads Business Park and
Hobo Junglé Park.

‘B paths - connecting  sev-

| eral school campuses .includ-
, ing Texas A&M University-
Texarkana at Bringle Lake;. -

8 a connection between the
Greyhound bus and Amtrak
stations.

Comments have been sub-
mitted in four public mectings
since March, and those, com-
bined with input from local
transportation officials, out-
lined the plan for non-motor-
ized transportation paths.

Weston also suggested gath-
cring more information to be
stored in a database, such as
right-of-way availability and
crash data for pedestrians and
cyclists,

Another suggestion was uni-
form marking of pedestrian
and cycle arcas.

“Not all projects are laying
conctete or asphalt and doing
major things like that,” Weston
said. “In some places, paiint
and signs will help make (hings
more cleat for the riding pub-
Iic as well as for the motoring
public”

The plan is a 25-year plan-
ning document. The draft
will be available next week
for review online at wwwilex-
arkanampo.org and comments
are still being accepted,

The final version will be pre-
sented at 5:30 p.mn. July 9 at the
Texas Municipal Building,

2
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Future p

Committee reveals draft plan for
bicycle, pedestrian access trails

By Branpy S. CHEWNING
Texarkana Gazette i

Months of research was
unveiled Thursday in the form
of a draft master plan for bicy-
cle and pedestrian access ways
around Texarkana.

While suggestions are still
coming in, Dr, Lisa Weston, a
senior planner with Alliance
Transportation Group, suggest-
ed forming an advisory com-
mittee to work between the
local Metropolitan  Planning
Organization and the public to
implement the 25-year plan.

Part of a large transporta-
tion plan Weston dubbed
Mockingbird Junction for the
state bird of Texas and Arkansas,
potential pathways include

&
v

abandoned railways and future
interstate corridors.

*“This demonstrates com-
mitment to quality of lfe for
businesses coming” she said.

“4 Jot of (businesses) can pick §

anyplace to go and Texarkana
is what it is—it’s a junction of
railronds of three, four states.
It's a nice place to live.”

MPO Director Brad McCaleb
agreed.

“Several research studies
have been done and have found
bike and pedestrian amenities
are in the top five (desires) of

businesses looking to relocate, [ ; :
Daniel DuPree and Terry Spivey, both Texarkana, Texas, bicyclists, look over 2

because they’re looking out for
what their employees want,” he

+10.09 g
athways

Staff photo oy Evad'l Lelt\'ﬂ:

roposed pa

said. “There’s also research out ways for non-motorized transportation around Texarkana. Thursday, the local Metropolitan Planning
See PATHS on Page 6A Organization presented the plan draft, which Spivey said will help make cycling safer for area residents.
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APPENDIX C: Pedestrian Generators Included in this Plan

Name Address State Qualities

Schools

Liberty Eylau Pre-Kindergarten School
Carver Kindergarten School

Liberty Eylau Primary School

C.K. Bender Elementary School

College Hill Elementary School 200 Artesian AR
Dunbar Elementary School

Fairview Elementary School 820 E. 17th AR
Highland Park Elementary School

Kilpatrick Elementary School 904 E. 35th AR

Morriss Elementary School

Nash Elementary School

Pleasant Grove Elementary School

Red Lick Elementary School

Spring Lake Park Elementary School

Trice Elementary School 4505 Pinson AR

Union Elementary School 1701 Line Ferry Rd. AR

Wake Village Elementary School

Westlawn Elementary School

North Heights Junior High School 2118 E. 35th AR

College Hill Middle School 1600 Forrest AR

Liberty Eylau Middle School

Pleasant Grove Middle School

Red Lick Middle School

Texas Middle School

Arkansas High School 1500 Jefferson Ave. AR

Liberty Eylau High School

Pleasant Grove High School

Texas High School

Liberty Eylau School of Success

Options School

Theron Jones Early Literacy Center

W.T. Daniels School 223 E. Short 10" St. AR Gifted/Talented and
Special Ed.

Washington 4-A Academy

Texarkana College

Texas A&M University New and current

Parks/Community Centers

Opportunities, Inc. 6101 State Line Rd. X Senior Adult Day Center
& Child Care

Grady T. Wallace 3419 Leopard Dr. TX Community Park

Bringle Lake 7602 Bringle Lake Rd. TX Community Park

William Karrh 2102 S. Ann TX Community Park

2
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Name Address State Qualities

Collins Memorial Senior Center 3000 Texas Blvd. TX Community Center

Southwest Recreation Center 3222 W. 7" st. TX Community Center

Vera Bradfield Park and Community 616 Euclid St. TX Community Center

Center

Jefferson Park E. 12" and Jefferson AR Community Park
(amphitheater)

Inghram Park Preston and Des Moines AR Community Park (pool)

Hobo Jungle Park Division and Roberts AR Community Park (BB
fields, tennis ct.)

Beverly Community Center 201 Lumpkin St. TX Community Center

Bell Park 3208 Lincoln Ave TX Neighborhood Park

Beverly Park 2612 New Boston X Neighborhood Park

Findley Park 410 Findley TX Neighborhood Park

Scott Joplin Park 1621 West St. TX Neighborhood Park

Ferguson Park 3000 Texas Blvd. TX Mini-Park (across from
Community Center)

Kidtopia 201 Oak St. TX Mini-park (across from
Library)

Bobby Ferguson Park AR 245 and IH 30 AR Community Park
(fairgrounds)

Bramble Park 1002 Ferguson AR (BKkB cts, fishing)

Ed Worrell Park E. 35" and Forestwood AR Community Park

Senator Street Park E. 28" and Senator AR Neighborhood Park

Sandflat/Glendale Park/ 209 E. 14™ st. AR Neighborhood Center

Neighborhood Center
Kline Park County Ave. and MLK, Jr. AR Neighborhood Park
Blvd.

Peyton Park E. 3" and E. Broad AR Neighborhood Park

George Williams and Ernest Hill Park  Siebert and Preston AR Neighborhood Park

Iron Mountain Park E. 15" and Ray AR Neighborhood Park (?
BkB cts, tennis ct)

Spring Lake Park 4303 North Park Rd. TX Community Center

Public Library 600 W. 3™ st. TX

Texarkana Boys & Girls Club 1 Legion Dr. AR

Malls/Shopping Centers

Central Mall 2400 Richmond X

Oaklawn Village Shopping Center 2821 New Boston X

Richmond Ranch Shopping Center Richmond and IH 30

Medical

Christus St. Michael 2600 St. Michael Dr. TX Acute Care Hospital

Wadley Regional Medical Center 1000 Pine St. TX Acute Care Hospital

HealthSouth Rehabilitation Hospital 515 W. 12" St. TX Rehabilitation Hospital
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Name Address State Qualities

Temple Memorial Rehabilitation 1315 Walnut TX Training and Rehab
Center (Easter Seals)

Texarkana Spec. Ed. Center 6101 N. State Line TX Training and Rehab
(Opportunities, Inc.)

Texarkana Resources for the Disabled 3015 E. 19" St. AR Training and Rehab

Tourist Destinations

Museum of Regional History 219 State Line Ave. X

Texarkana Regional Arts and 221 Main St. TX
Humanities Center/Perot Theatre

Ace of Clubs House 420 Pine St. X

Post Office/Federal Courthouse 500 N. State Line Ave.

Tex-Ark Antique Auto Museum 217 Laurel St. AR

Discovery Place 215 Pine St. AR

Texarkana Amtrak Station AR

Cinemark Theater 350 4230 St. Michael Dr. TX

2
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APPENDIX D: Potential Transportation Infrastructure Upgrades Near Schools

The following recommendations are based on a brief evaluation of transportation infrastructure near
area schools. Exact specifications should be determined after completing a Safe Routes to School plan
for an individual school. However, if improvements are planned for a nearby roadway before that plan
is completed, these are projects that should be considered for inclusion to benefit students accessing
the school.

Note: CW & PW = crosswalks and pedheads

Pleasant Grove Elementary School
Sidewalks N. King’s Highway
Pleasant Grove Rd.
Crosswalks N. King’s Highway
Pleasant Grove Rd.
Ped Heads Richmond & N. King’s Highway

Nash Elementary School
Sidewalks N. King’s Highway from Alumax to Front St.
CW & PH N. King’s Highway & U.S. 82

Pleasant Grove High School/ Morriss Elementary School
Sidewalks McKnight
Crosswalks Gin Rd. (when it is extended)
McKnight & Gibson
Ped Heads McKnight & Gibson

Pleasant Grove Middle School
Sidewalks Moores
CW & PH Moores & Cowhorn Creek

Texas Middle School/Texas High School
CW & PH Summerhill & Kennedy
Summerhill & College Dr.

Spring Lake Park Elementary School

Crosswalks Elizabeth & McCartney
Ghio-Fish & W. 41°*

Ped Heads Elizabeth & McCartney
Ghio-Fish & W. 41
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Trice Elementary School
CW & PH Jefferson & Arkansas

Kilpatrick Elementary School
CW & PH Jefferson & E. 35™

Fairview Elementary School/Arkansas High School
CW & PH Jefferson & E. 18"
Jefferson & E. 9"

Liberty Eylau Elementary School
CW & PH Lake Dr. and Leopard
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APPENDIX E: Sample Ordinance Language

In order to create pedestrian-friendly communities, areas may consider adopting ordinances that
address the following issues:

e Requirements to include pedestrian planning early in the site planning process,

e Pedestrian-friendly design principles that address factors such as reduced street widths,
accessible street crossings, accessible sidewalk standards, and street lighting standards,

e Requirements for connectivity between adjacent developments,

e Requirements for commercial developments to place parking to the side or back of the lot and
encouragement of shared parking, and

e Requirements for commercial developments to provide pedestrian access between buildings on
their property and to adjacent properties.

Safety Regulations for Bicycle and Pedestrian Users

Municipalities may utilize various types of ordinances to enforce the safety of bicycle and pedestrian
travel modes. For instance, there are ordinances that focus solely on the requirement for bicyclists and
pedestrians to obey all traffic-control devices. Examples of these types of bicycle and pedestrian traffic
control ordinances are provided below:

e Sec. 54-567. Obedience to traffic-control devices.

Any person operating a bicycle or motorized bicycle shall obey the instructions of official traffic-
control signals, signs and other control devices applicable to vehicles, unless otherwise directed by
a police officer. (Denver, CO, Code 1950, § 522.12)

e Sec. 54-535. Subject to traffic-control devices.

Pedestrians are subject to obey traffic-control signals heretofore declared in section 54-101, but at
all other places pedestrians shall be granted those rights and be subject to those restrictions stated
in this article. (Denver, CO, Code 1950, § 521.1)

Another type of safety regulations are ordinances that regulate what rights-of-way bicyclists and
pedestrians are allowed to and prohibited from utilizing. For example, most municipalities do not allow
bicyclists to ride on sidewalks or pedestrians to walk in busy streets. An example of right-of-way
ordinances for the City of Minneapolis and Denver’s municipal code are listed below.

e PB9-94. Riding on designated pedestrian path prohibited; exception.

No person shall ride a bicycle on any designated pedestrian path except where such path is also a
designated bicycle path. (Minneapolis, MN, Code 1960, As Amend., § 1044.020; Pk. Bd. Ord. No. 74-
102, § 2, 5-1-74)
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e Sec. 54-545. Right-of-way on sidewalks.
A pedestrian shall have the right-of-way upon a sidewalk at all times over any motor-driven or self-
propelled vehicle which will carry a person on wheels, such as coasters, bicycles, toy vehicles,
skateboards, roller-skates, wagons or similar devices, and including motor-driven, wheeled devices
designed for operation by persons with mobility handicaps. (Denver, CO, Code 1950, § 521.10)

Other types of ordinances only apply to bicycle users. Such laws include helmet use for children, parking
and speed enforcement. Depending on state laws, municipalities may or may not require bicyclists to
wear helmets. However, in most cities bicyclists are required to ride at a speed that is safe and park
their bikes in locations that do not impede other motorists or pedestrians. The following ordinances are
examples of other types of ordinances that are specific to bicyclists:

e §12-2-31 Helmet Required.

Except as permitted by Section 12-2-33 (Health Condition Exemption) a child may not operate or ride
on a bicycle, sidecar, trailer, child carrier, seat, or other device attached to a bicycle unless the child is
wearing a helmet. (Austin, TX Source: 1992 Code Sections 16-8-1 and 16-8-40; Ord. 031204-13; Ord.
031211-11.)

e  Sec. 54-575. Parking.

It shall be unlawful for any person to park a bicycle or motorized bicycle upon a street other than
upon the roadway against the curb or upon the sidewalk in a rack to support the bicycle or motorized
bicycle or against a building or at the curb, in such manner as to afford the least obstruction to
pedestrian traffic. (Denver, CO, Code 1950, § 522.18)

e  Sec. 32-490. Speed.

No person shall operate a bicycle at a speed greater than is reasonable and prudent under the
conditions then existing. (Code 1961, § 39-118)

Bicyclists and Pedestrians Interaction with Motorists

Roadways and intersections are often shared with motorists, bicyclists and pedestrians. As a result, it is
critical for bicycle and pedestrian ordinances to state how they are to interact with motorists and each
other. For instance, regulations must clearly address how pedestrians and bicyclists are to interact with
motorists and each other near intersections with complicated turning movements or one-directional
traffic. In addition, on roadways with vehicles traveling at high speeds, motorists should be encouraged
to exercise due care and proactively avoid collision with bicyclists and pedestrians. An example of this
type of ordinance is provided below:

. SMC 11.44.040. Riding on roadways.
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flow of motor vehicle traffic thereon shall ride as near to the right side of the right through lane as is
safe, except as may be appropriate while preparing to make or while making turning movements, or
while overtaking and passing another bicycle or vehicle proceeding in the same direction. A person
operating a bicycle upon a roadway that carries traffic in one (1) direction only and that has two (2)
or more marked traffic lanes may ride as near to the left side of the left through lane as is safe. A
person operating a bicycle upon a roadway may utilize the shoulder of the roadway or any specially
designated bicycle lane if such exists. (RCW 46.61770(1)) (Seattle, WA,Ord. 108200 Section
2(11.44.040), 1979.)

e Sec. 54-538. Right-of-way in crosswalk.

When traffic-control signals are not in place or not in operation, the driver of a vehicle shall yield the
right-of-way, slowing down or stopping if need be to so yield to a pedestrian crossing the roadway
within a crosswalk when the pedestrian is upon the half of the roadway upon which the vehicle is
traveling, or when the pedestrian is approaching so closely from the opposite half of the roadway as
to be in danger, but no pedestrian shall suddenly leave the curb or edge of the roadway, or other
place of safety and walk or run into the path of a vehicle which is so close that it is impossible for the
driver to yield the right-of-way. A pedestrian's right-of-way in the crosswalk is modified under the
conditions and as stated in section 54-540. Whenever any vehicle is stopped at a marked crosswalk
or at an unmarked crosswalk at an intersection to permit a pedestrian to cross the roadway, the
driver of any other vehicle approaching from the rear shall not overtake and pass such stopped
vehicle. (Minneapolis, MN, Code 1950, § 521.3)

e Sec. 54-544. Drivers to exercise due care.

Notwithstanding the other provisions of this article, every driver of a vehicle shall exercise due care
to avoid colliding with any pedestrian upon any roadway and shall give warning whenever necessary
and shall exercise proper caution upon observing any child or any confused, blind or incapacitated
person upon a roadway, sidewalk area or other public way. (Minneapolis, MN)

Promote the use of Biking and Walking

Other regulations such as land use ordinances promote and encourage the use of alternative
transportation modes such as bicycling and walking. These types of ordinances may be implemented for
various reasons such as to meet a municipality’s goals for reducing energy consumption, improving air
quality, increasing roadway capacity and curbing traffic related congestion and enhancing quality of life.
These ordinances include subdivision and zoning regulations, commercial development and street
design guidance.™ Examples of these types of regulations are provided below:

2 Federal Highway Administration, Using Land-Use Regulations to Encourage Non-Motorized Travel

Every person operating a bicycle upon a roadway at a speed slower than the normal and reasonable
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e 35.02.010 Required when building constructed

Any person who constructs or causes to be constructed any building or dwelling in the city shall
construct curbs, gutters, sidewalks and streets in accordance with the city specifications along all
street frontage adjoining the property upon which such building or dwelling is constructed, unless
adequate curbs, gutters, sidewalks or streets already exist; provided, that in areas not subdivided
or parceled into lots of one-half acre or less, such curbs, gutters, sidewalks and streets already exist
shall be determined in each instance by the public works department, and an endorsement to that
effect shall be made upon each building permit at the time it is issued. The building inspector shall
deny final approval and acceptance, and shall refuse to allow final public utility connections, to any
building or dwelling unless such curbs, gutters, sidewalks and streets exist, are constructed or
unless money or a bond to guarantee their construction is deposited with the city in a sum equal to
the estimated cost of the construction of the improvements as determined by the public works
department. (Davis, CA Code 1964, § 5-5.103.)

o Block Length Requirements

In the R2S District, block lengths shall not, as a general rule, exceed 500 feet in length between
street lines, unless required by exceptional topography or other limiting factors when approved by
the Plan Commission. (Madison, WI, Sec. 28.08(13) Cr. by Ord. 11,436, 12-4-95)
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